USDA Webmasters and Web Managers,

Friday we launched the USDA’s Open <http://www.usda.gov/open> Website as another step to fulfilling the Open Government Directive< http://www.whitehouse.gov/open/documents/open-government-directive>  (OGD).

The directive is a new charge to transform how we work with the public in a more open, transparent and collaborative manner.

Please feature the USDA Open site on your agency home pages and also include in regular communication materials with the public and agency stakeholders.  Attached you will find a .zip file containing several graphics you can use on your home pages to link to the /Open website. The success of our efforts relies on the participation and innovation of the public and we appreciate your help in stimulating great conversation through this site.  Ideas for the department’s Open Gov Plan will be accepted through mid-March, so we want to aggressively promote our Open site to solicit valuable feedback from the public.

We divided the site into two featured spaces that are designed to provide valuable information and stimulate discussion about the USDA’s programs and policies, today and in the future. In Discuss Our Ideas, we will share activities related to the OGD, Open Government Plan and available datasets, reports and other information. Here, we hope that the public will comment on what we’ve done and share ideas about how we can improve in the future.

Secondly, the Share Your Ideas space allows the public to post their ideas about transparency, participation, collaboration and innovation. This feedback will help us create the Open Gov Plan while stimulating ideas to be more innovative and efficient.

